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Hindu religion recognises the system of castes. There are
four castes in Hinduism viz. Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya,
and Shudra. But this division is based on vocational tendenc-
ies rather than on birth. A person may be interested in the
study of scriptures and that would make him a Brahmin ; a
person may be interested in military activities, and that would
make him a Kshatriya ; a person may be interested in business
activities and that would make him a Vaishya ; and a person
may be interested in the manual work of various kinds, and
that would make him a Shudra. The Bhagavadgita has stated
very categorically that the caste is the result of the mental
traits and activities (guna karma vibhagashah) and does not
depend on the birth of an individual. This is the genesis of
the caste system. It is unfortunate that in the subsequent years
this healthy and psychological division of society degenerated
into an unintelligent and inhuman division of society into
various castes based on births of the individuals. Even the
castes developed various sub-castes. Hindu society has not been
able to shake off this degenerating influence in the modern
period. But there are indications that perhaps in the days to
come this unenlightened division shall die out its natural
death.

The Hindus have a firm faith in the principle of Karma. A
person is free to choose any act and he is bound to suffer the
consequences of such an act. There are three kinds of karmas
viz. sanchita, kriyamana, and prarabdha. Sanchita karma signi-
fies the effects that have become accumulated due to the past
actions; kriyamana signifies the actions being done, and prara-
bdha implies the future that is being made due to the combin-
ed effects of the present and past actions. A person is the
maker of his own destiny. If he does right actions, his future
is bright; but if he chooses wrong acts, he will have to
experience bad consequences too. Nobody can break this
supreme law.

Coupled with this faith in the law of karma comes a faith
in the transmigration of soul. Soul is immortal. Butajivais